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V ERBAT I M  

An	  Interac*ve	  Reading	  
with	  Canadian	  author	  Jeff	  Bursey	  

"An	   ac'on	   should	   never	   be	   placed	   in	   the	   category	   of	   poli'cal	  
virtue	   which	   is	   opposed	   to	   virtue	   in	   general,”	   Goethe	  
announced	   to	   Eckermann.	   His	   words	   would	   be	   alien	   to	   the	  
poli'cians	  and	  bureaucrats	  who	  populate	  Verba*m:	  A	  Novel,	  a	  
hilarious	  and	  scathing	  exposé	  of	  parliamentary	  prac'ces.	  As	  the	  
government	   of	   a	   fic'onal	   Canadian	   legislature	   lurches	   from	  
apparent	  disaster	  to	  seeming	  success,	  followed	  by	  the	  sulphuric	  
whiff	   of	   scandal	   and	   incompetence,	   the	   opposi'on	   par'es	  
move	   from	   impotent	   biFerness	   to	   hijacking	   the	   legislature	   in	  
order	   to	   gain	   power.	   Dirty	   tricks,	   vicious	   insults,	   and	  
parliamentary	   procedures	   are	   some	   of	   the	  methods	  members	  
use	   to	   best	   represent	   their	   cons'tuents.	   Then	   there	   is	   the	  
infigh'ng	  about	  peFy	  maFers	  within	  the	  staff	  of	  the	  legislature,	  
focusing	   on	   Hansard-‐-‐its	   recording	   division-‐-‐as	   bureaucrats	  
emulate	   their	   poli'cal	   masters.	   In	   Verba'm:	   A	   Novel	   the	  
parliamentary	   system’s	   supposed	   dignity	   is	   further	   stripped	  
away	  as	  Bursey	  reveals	  how	  chao'c	  and	  mean-‐spirited	  the	  rules	  
behind	   the	   ‘game’	   of	   poli'cs	   are,	   and	   how	   poli'cal	   virtue	  
corrupts	  everyone.	  	  

Jeff	  Bursey	  is	  a	  Canadian	  novelist,	  short	  story	  writer,	  playwright	  
and	  literary	  cri*c	  whose	  first	  book,	  Verba'm:	  A	  Novel,	  came	  out	  
with	  Enfield	  &	  Wizenty	  in	  October	  2010.	  His	  reviews	  and	  ar*cles	  
can	  be	  read	  in	  a	  variety	  of	  publica*ons	  published	  in	  Canada	  and	  
the	  US,	  and	  online.	  	  
Jeff's	  homepage	  is	  available	  at	  www.jeRursey.com.	  Watch	  one	  
of	  his	  readings	  at	  www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvYe_q9392E.	  
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